2015-2016 CREATIVE WRITING/POETRY CONTEST
RULES AND GUIDELINES

To: 
Local Chairperson of Creative Writing/Poetry Committee 


Local President of Iowa Reading Council

From:
Rebecca Pashek and Deb Saylor
Re: Creative Writing /Poetry Guidelines, 2015-2016

Thank you for promoting the Iowa Reading Association’s Creative Writing and Poetry Contests!

Local chairpersons should announce the Young Authors Creative Writing/Poetry Contest as soon as possible.  Copies of the attached guidelines should be distributed to all schools in your council area. Please forward your local chairperson’s name and contact information via email, so we can better communicate throughout the year.
It is best to establish a realistic deadline for your local council to ensure that the winning manuscripts are post-marked to the state level no later than February 15, 2016.  Local chairpersons, please have your return address, including council name on the envelope you submit your manuscripts in. Also, please make sure that your information is at the bottom of each entry form, as well, and double check to make sure all the information the student/teacher submitted is printed and legible.  

Local councils should send only the first place manuscripts in each grade level category to the state competition.  Entry forms on winning entries must be legible. Three places will be recognized at the state level for each grade level. First place winners and their teachers will be notified by mail and email. All other winners will be posted on the Iowa Reading Association’s website.

First place state winners will be honored at the Iowa Reading Association’s annual conference in Ames. They will receive their certificate at that time. If they are unable to attend, the certificate will be mailed to them. Certificates will be sent to the second and third place state winners at each grade level (creative writing and poetry).

Send winning manuscripts by February 15, 2016 to the appropriate state chairperson:
Creative Writing:


Poetry:
Rebecca Pashek


Deb Saylor

35345 Old Portland Road

685 SE Pleasant View Drive

Van Meter, IA  50261


Waukee, IA  50263
rapashek@gmail.com


deblsaylor@aol.com
Please remember…
Three typed copies of each winning manuscript/poem need to be sent to the state chairperson. (listed above) Make sure each copy has a current, completed entry form stapled behind the final page of each of the three copies of the manuscript and is legible. We use this information to contact students and teachers. All information must be typed or written clearly to be considered as a final entry. Current entry forms are available online at our Iowa Reading Association website. http://www.iowareading.org
When submitting winning manuscripts, please make sure all sections of the label are completed.
2015-2016 CREATIVE WRITING Guidelines
The Iowa Reading Association is sponsoring our annual Young Authors Creative Writing Celebration for students in kindergarten through twelfth grade during the 2015-2016 school year. Local councils are encouraged to have students enter the celebration and participate by writing and submitting a creative writing story in prose form. Teachers should offer the opportunity to all students, but should respect any student who is not interested in participating. All manuscripts must be submitted to the local council for judging.  Manuscripts that are selected as first place at the local level advance to the state-level competition. 

There will be three places recognized in each of the grade levels. First place winners and their teachers will be notified by both email and mail. They will be invited to attend the Young Author’s Celebration during the Iowa Reading Association’s Annual Conference in Ames, where they will be recognized and honored at a reception. 
Certificates will be mailed to the second and third place winners at each level. 

First, second and third place winners will be posted on the Iowa Reading Association website. 

      Kindergarten - First Grade: Students may dictate a story if the student’s writing skills are still being           

                                                       developed.
      Second - Twelfth Grades:     These students must write their own stories.
New This Year!    Co-authors (Two students at the same grade level) may write a creative writing entry.  This will be judged as a separate contest from the individual creative writing contest.

In all cases, the entries must be proofread before entering the contest.  Spelling, grammatical, and punctuation errors must be corrected. Doing so not only provides opportunity for further story-writing education, but it also produces the desired finished product.

PLEASE NOTE:  Stories that do not follow the requirements, as outlined below, will be disqualified!
THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS MUST BE FOLLOWED FOR THE

ENTRY TO BE CONSIDERED
*Manuscripts must be written in prose (story format).  Please follow the following length requirements:

    
 Kindergarten – Grade Three:
    500 words or less
    
 Grade Four – Grade Eight:
    750 words or less
   
 Grade Nine – Grade Twelve:
 1,000 words or less

*Creative writing entries are judged on continuity, creativity/originality, clearly defined and developed story

  elements, originality, organization and technical mechanics.

*Student’s name should NOT be on the front of the manuscript.
*Title must be on the front page.
*Manuscripts must be double spaced and typed.  NO ILLUSTRATIONS!
*FOUR typed copies of the manuscript will be mailed to the chairperson of the local writing committee.

*Three typed copies of the local winning manuscript need to be mailed to the state writing committee chairperson. 

  A fourth copy should remain with the local council, as the submitted copies will not be returned.

*The current, full page, entry label must be the final/back page of each manuscript. (Just staple as a last page to the entry, if entering as a co-author please use one entry form per student and staple as a last page).  Complete all the information. Please type or print neatly!  There must be a current entry form with each copy of the submitted story (use the entry form with 2015-2016 date.)

PLEASE NOTE: 
Only stories labeled correctly, including all information will be considered for the state Creative Writing Contest!
        *For a map of your local reading council go to www.iowareading.org *
2015-2016 POETRY Guidelines

The Iowa Reading Association is sponsoring our annual Young Author’s Poetry Celebration for students in Kindergarten through Twelfth grade, during the 2015-2016 school year. Local councils are encouraged to have students enter the celebration and participate by writing and submitting a poem. Teachers should offer the opportunity to all students, but should respect any student who is not interested in participating. All poetry must be submitted to the local council for judging. Poems that are selected as first place at the local level advance to the state-level competition.  
There will be three places recognized in each grade level.  First place winners and their teachers will be notified by both email and mail.  They will be invited to attend the Young Author’s Celebration during the Iowa Reading Association’s Annual Conference in Ames, where they will be recognized and honored at the reception. Certificates will be mailed to the second and third place winners at each grade level.

First, second and third place winners will be notified and posted on the Iowa Reading Association website. 
     Kindergarten - First Grade:  Students may dictate a poem if the student’s writing skills are still being           

                                                       developed.

     Second - Twelfth Grades:      These students must write their own poem.
New This Year!    Co-authors (Two students at same grade level) may write a poem.  This will be judged as a separate contest from the individual poetry contest.
In all cases, the entries must be proofread before entering the contest.  Spelling, grammatical, and punctuation errors must be corrected. Doing so not only provides opportunity for further poetry-writing education, but it also produces the desired finished product.
PLEASE NOTE:  Poems that do not follow the requirements, as outlined below, will be disqualified!
THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS MUST BE FOLLOWED FOR THE

ENTRY TO BE CONSIDERED
*Poems must be double spaced and typed (unless using an unusual format).  NO ILLUSTRATIONS!
*Poems will be judged according to: interest stimulated, response evoked, creativity and originality, conciseness of vocabulary creating an image, rhythm, spelling – unless for effect and appearance.
*Student name should NOT be on the front of the poem 

*The title must be on the front page.

*FOUR typed copies of the poem will need to be mailed to the chairperson of the local writing committee.

*Three typed copies of the local winning poem will be mailed to the state writing committee chairperson. 

  A fourth copy should remain with the local council, as the submitted copies will not be returned.

*The current, full page, entry form must be the final/back page of each poem. (Just staple as a last page to the entry, if entering as a co-author please use one entry form per student and staple together as a last page).  Complete all the information. Please type or print neatly!  There must be a current entry form with each copy of the submitted poem (use the entry form with 2015-2016 date.)

PLEASE NOTE:
Only poems labeled correctly, including all information, will be considered for the state Poetry Contest!

*For a map of your local reading council go to www.iowareading.org *

2015-2016 ENTRY FORM

CREATIVE WRITING  /  POETRY
                               (Circle one)
PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT LEGIBLY
Attach one of these forms at the end of each entry submitted to local and/or state contests
If entering as a co-author please include a page for each author, stapled together.

Story/Poem Title: __________________________________________________________________________

Grade:______________________                 *Word Count (Creative Writing) ________________
STUDENT:  first and last name_____________________________________________________________
Circle:  M  (male)   F  (female)
Student’s address: _________________________________________________________________________

Street




   City



Zip

PARENT(s):  first and last name ____________________________________________________________ 
Best contact phone number: ___________________________________        
Best contact e-mail address:___________________________________________________________________
TEACHER: first and last name: ____________________________________________________________
Teacher’s e-mail address:____________________________________________________________________ 
Teacher’s best contact phone number: ______________________________
SCHOOL:          ___________________________________________________________________________

School Address: ____________________________________________________________________________




           Street



        City



Zip
*IMPORTANT… The following information MUST be filled out on each entry form!
*Local Reading Council: _____________________________________________________ Zone_________
*Creative Writing Chair (name):  ____________________________________________________________

*Poetry Writing Chair(name):_______________________________________________________________
*(e-mail address) _________________________________________ Best phone contact ___________​​_____
